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SEMINAR SEPT. 7.... 
LOW COST AUTOMATION: WHAT IT IS, HOW TO USE IT 
eet, HOW TO USE IT 
The mechanical engineering department of Sir George Williams University will hold 


a seminar on low cost automation September 7. 


Low cost automation is the use of inexpensive "off the shelf" components and the 
modular or "meccano" approach to systems. The use of these techniques can increase 
productivity at minimum expense with quick recovery of capital outlay. This is 


what academics will be discussing with industrialists at the seminar. 


In charge of the program is SGWU visiting professor Dr. Donald McCloy, director of 
the North Ireland Low Cost Automation Centre. He feels that the seminar will 
greatly benefit small industry, dispelling its fears of the new techniques. '"Men- 
tion fluidics to some small businessmen and they get scared," he says. "The uni- 


versity works merrily on but it takes many years before the results filter down to 


practical application." 


SWIG SMIN IMSS 


A low cost automation laboratory is now being built at Sir George. Open to indus- 
try, it will house a wide variety of working systems enabling students to know what 
the real things look like and giving industrialists a chance to become more familiar 
with new solutions to their problems, "Once we know more about small industry needs," 
Dr. McCloy says, "we can aim the proper courses at them - perhaps fluidics as used 


in food processing, pneumatics in the clothing trade." 


The schedule of the low cost automation seminar (all in room 635 of the Hall Building, 


de Maisonneuve at Bishop): 


9:35 a.m. Dr. R.D. Hiscocks, V-P (Scientific) of the National Research Council 


and president of Canadian Patents Development Ltd. on the attitude of 


NRC and the necessity for collaboration between industry and university 


ele ate: 


10:05 a.m. film "Approaching Automation" 
11:00 a.m. Dr. Donald McCloy on "What _is Low Cost Automation?" 
11:45 a.m. Dr. K. Foster, visiting prof, SGWU, on "Fluid Power and Low Cost 
Automation" 
1:45 a.m. S.B. Friedman, head of mechanical engineering technology at Rainey 


Harper College, Palatine, Illinois, on "Modular System Construction - 


An Educational Approach" 


2:10 p.m. Dr. C. Kwok, SGWU, on "The Special Place of Fluidics" 
3:30 p.m. Dr. H.R. Martin on "Low Cost Automation and the University of 
Waterloo" 
“4:15 p.m. discussion 
= 630° 3 


Malcolm Stone 
Information Officer 


Note: More from Dr. Donald McCloy, 879-5870. 
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Le 2 septembre 1971 
Pour publication immédiate 


CONFERENCE LE 7 SEPTEMBRE SUR L'AUTOMATISATION A PRIX REDUIT: DEFINITION ET EMPLOI 


Le département de génie mécanique de Sir George Williams University tiendra une 


conférence sur l]'automatisation a prix réduit le 7 septembre. 


L'automatisation a prix réduit est l'emploi de matériaux bon marché et faciles a 
se procurer et L'approche modulaire "mécano" aux systémes. L'emploi de ces tech- 
niques peut améliorer la productivité a un coat minimum et l'investissement peut 
@étre rapidement amorti. Tel sera le sujet qui sera traité par les experts et les 


industriels a cette conférence. 


Le responsable de ce programme est le Dr Donald McCloy, professeur invité a Sir 
George et directeur du Centre de l'Automatisation 4 Cott Réduit de l'Irlande du 
Nord. M. McCloy est d'avis que les petites industries profiteront énormément de 


cette conférence, dissipant toute inquiétude envers les nouvelles techniques. 


INDINAWOD /AMAS 


Un laboratoire d'automatisation a prix réduit est maintenant en construction a 
Sir George. Ouvert a L'industrie, il contiendra un grand nombre de systémes 
permettant aux étudiants d'acquérir une expérience pratique concernant ces sys- 
témes, et donnant aux industriels le moyen de se familiariser avec les diverses 


possibilités et solutions susceptibles de leur étre utiles. 


La conférence aura lieu dans la salle 635 de 1'édifice Hall, & l'angle de Maison- 


neuve et Bishop, et le programme est le suivant: 


9h15 Dr. R.D. Hiscocks, V-P (Scientific) du Conseil national de la recherche 


et président de "Canadian Patents Development Ltd." - "The attitude of 


NRC and the necessity for collaboration between industry and university 
10h05 film “Approaching Automation" 


11h00 Dr. Donald McClo - "What is_Low Cost Automation" 


Aa? 


11h45 


13h45 


14h10 
15h30 


16h15 


Dr. K. Foster, professeur invité & SGWU - "Fluid Power and Low Cost 
Automation" 


S.B. Friedman, directeur du "mechanical engineering technology" a Rainey 
Harper College, Palatine, Illinois - "Modular System Construction - 
An Educational Approach" 


Dr. C. Kwok, SGWU - "The Special Place of Fluidics" 


Dr. H.R. Martin - "Low Cost Automation and the University of Waterloo" 


discussion 


Malcolm Stone 
Directeur de 1'Information 


